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OF  THE 


HUDSON'S   BAY    COMPANY. 


THE 


ROYAL     CHARTER, 


FOR 


3(ncorpotat(ng 


THE  HUBSON'S  BAY  COMPANY- 


■  »Mf  W> 


Ci)atl0S  tf)t  ^0(On1j>  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Preamble. 
England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
&c.  Co  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  greeting:  WJbntatt 
Our  dear  and  entirely  beloved  Cousin,  Prince  Rupert,  Count 
Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  Duke  of  Bavaria  and  Cumberland,  &c. 
Christopher,  Duke  of  Albemarle,  William,  Earl  of  Craven,  Henry, 
Lord  Arlington,  Anthony,  Lord  Ashley,  Sir  John  Robinson,  and 
Sir  Robert  Vyner,  Knights  and  Baronets,  Sir  Peter  Colleton,  Ba- 
ronet, Sir  Edward  llungerford,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  Sir  Paul 
Neele,  Knight,  Sir  John  Griffith  and  Sir  Philip  Carteret,  Knights, 
James  Hayes,  John  Kirke,  Francis  Millington,  William  Prettymao, 

»  John 
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Jolin  Fcnn,  Escjuircs,  and  John  Poitman,  Citizen  and  rioidsndtfi 
of  London,  have,  at  their  own  great  Cost  and  Charges,  nnder- 
taken  an  Expedition  for  Hudson's  Bay  in  the  North-west  Part 
ftf  fHWenca,  Tot  'tfte  IJJsfcoXin'y  '^  t  ifiew  Passage  into  t*fc  SohtIi 
Sea,  and  for  tlie  finding  some  Trade  for  Furs,  Minerals,  and 
other  considerable  Commodities,  and  by  such  their  Undertaking, 
Iiave  already  made  such  Dis(J*v*rtts  as  do  encourage  them  to  pro- 
ceed further  in  Pursuance  of  their  said  Design,  by  means  whereof 
there  may  probably  arise  very  great  Advantage  to  Us  and  Our 
KPngdonn  '3hiit  fb^ttsS  thfe  *aid  llndertakers,  for  their  further 
Encouragement  in  the  said  Design,  have  humbly  besought  Us  to 
incorporate  them,  and  grant  unto  them,  and  their  Successors,  the 
sole  Trade  and  Commerce  of  all  tlibse  Seas,  Streights,  Bays,  Rivers, 
Lakes,  Creeks  and  Sounds,  in  whatsoever  Latitude  they  shall  be, 
that  lie  within  the  Entrance  of  the  Streights  commonly  called 
Hudson's  Streights,  t^erthet  ^\'^th  lill  the  Lands,  Countries  and 
Territories,  upon  the  Coasts  and  Confines  of  the  Seas,  Streights, 
Bays,  Lakes,  Rivers,  Creeks  and  Sounds,  aforesaid,  which  are 
not  ii«w  actually  possessed  ^by  any  of  dm  SubjeotB,  or  by  the 
Grant  of  Incor-  Subjects  of  any  other  Christian  Prince  or  State.  jl^otD  fenoto  pe. 
That  We  being  desirous  to  promote  all  Endeavours  tending  to 
the  publick  Good  of  our  People,  and  to  encourage  the  said 
Undertaking,  fiatif,  of  Our  especial  Grace,  c^tain  KnoAvledge, 
aif^  mere  Klotion,  given,  granted,  fatfft^  iiiih  cbnUr.nefl,  sttid 
by  t'he^e  I*reserits  for  XJs,  Otir  Heirs  and  Successors,  bo  give, 
graWt,  ratify  aind  coriflrm,  imto  Our  said  Cousl?n  Prince  'Rupert, 
Names  of  Ori-  Christoplier,  Duke  Of  Albemarle,  William,  Earl  of  Craven,  Htfnry, 
giual  Grantees,  ^ord  Arlington,  Arithdny,  Lord  Ashle>',  Sir  John  Robinson,  Sir 
tidbett  Vyndr,  ISir  Pbtdr  Colleton,  Sir  Edward  Hungerford,  Sir 
!Paul  Ne^le,  Sir  John  Gdftith,  and  Sir  Philip  Carteret,  James 
Hayes,  Jdhn  Kirke,  Francis  Millington,  William  Prettyman,  John 
*Fenn,  and  Jcihn  'Portman,  that  they,  and  such  dthers  as  shall 
Ije  atttnitted  irito  t!he  said  Society  as  is  hereafter  expressed,  shall 
he  brie  'Body  'Corporate  Jtnd  Politique,   in  Deed  and  in  Name, 

by 
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by  the  Name  of  The  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers 
of  England,  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,  and  them  by  the  Name 
of  The  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England,  trad- 
ing into  Hudson's  Bay,  one  Body  Corporate  and  Politique,  in 
Deed  an<l  in  Name,  really  and  fully  ioT  ever,  for  Us,  Our  Heirs 
and  Successors,  (JJEIe  ttO  make,  ordain,  constitute,  establish,  con- 
firm autl  rleclare,  by  these  Presents,  and  that  by  the  same  Name 
of  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England,  trading 
into  Hudson's  Bay,  they  shall  have  perpetual  Succession,  and  that 
they  and  their  Successors,  by  the  Name  of  The  Governor  and 
Company  of  Adventurers  of  England,  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay, 
be,  and  at  all  Times  hereafter  shall  be,  personable  and  capable 
in  Law  to  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy  and  retain, 
Lands,  Rents,  Privileges,  Liberties,  Jurisdictions,  Franchises  and 
Hereditaments,  of  wha^  Kind,  Nature  or  Quality  soever  i».  v  be, 
to  them  and  their  Successors;  and  also  to  give,  grant,  demise, 
alien,  assign  and  dispose  Lands,  Tenements  and  Hereditaments, 
and  to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular  other  Things  by  thp 
same  Name  that  to  them  shall  or  may  appertain  to  do.  And 
that  they,  and  their  Successors,  by  the  Name  of  The  Governor 
and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England,  trading  into  Hudspn'^ 
Bay,  may  plead,  and  be  impleaded,  answer,  and  be  answered, 
defend,  and  be  defended,  in  whatsoever  Courts  and  Places,  before 
whatsoever  Judges  and  Justices,  ard  other  Persons  and  Officers, 
in  all  and  singular  Actions,  Pleas,  Suits,  Quarrels,  Causes  and 
Demands,  whatsoever,  of  whatsoever  Kind,  Nature  or  Sort,  in 
such  Manner  and  Form  as  any  other  Our  Liege  People  of  this 
Our  Realm  of  England,  being  Persons  able  and  capable  in  Law, 
may,  or  can  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy,  retain,  give, 
grant,  demise,  alien,  assign,  dispose,  plead,  defend,  and  be  de- 
ffjnded,  do,  permit,  and  execute.  And  that  the  said  Governor 
and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England,  trading  into  Hudson's 
Bay,  and  their  Successors,  maty  have  a  Common  Seal  to  serve  for 
all  the  Causes  and  Businesses  of  them  and  their  Successors,  and 

that 


Body  Corporate 
to  be  styled  Tlie 
(iuvi'i-nir  and 
C'oinpanyofAd- 
vi'iiiuiers  of 
England  tradin;; 
into  Huds>()n'ii 
Bay. 


Rights  and  Pri- 
vileges, &c.  of 
the  Governor 
and  Company. 


Grant  of  it  Com- 
moaS^t 


thiit  it  sliall  and  ma}  be  lawful  to  the  sa'ul  Governor  and  Company, 
and  their  Successors,  the  same  Seal,  from  time  to  time,  at  their 
Will  and  Pleasure,  to  break,  change,  and  to  make  anew,  or  alter, 
as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient.  Slnti  further  C!He  toill,  and  by 
these  Presents  for  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  WLlt  do  ordain, 
that  there  shall  be  from  henceforth  one  of  the  same  Company 
to  be  elected  and  appointed  in  such  Form  as  hereafter  in  these 
A  Governor  and  Presents  is  expressed,  which  shall  be  called  The  Governor  of  the 
ci"!''"'""''*'  '^"^  Company.  And  that  the  said  Governor  and  Company  shall 
or  may  elect  Seven  of  their  Number  in  such  Form  as  hereafter 
in  these  Presents  h  expressed,  which  shall  be  called  Tlie  Com- 
mittee of  the  said  Company,  ■which  Committee  of  Seven,  or  any 
Three  of  them,  together  with  the  Governor  or  Deputy-Governor 
of  the  said  Company  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  the  Direc- 
tion of  the  Voyages  of  and  for  the  said  Company,  and  the 
Provision  of  the  Shipping  and  Merchandizes  thereunto  belonging, 
and  also  the  Sale  of  all  Merchandizes,  Goods,  and  other  Things 
returned,  in  all  or  any  the  Voyages  ot  Ships  of  or  for  the  said 
Company,  and  the  managing  and  handling  of  all  other  Business, 
Aflfiiirs  and  Things,  belonging  to  the  said  Company.  0ntl  WSs 
toill,  ordain  and  grant  by  these  Presents  for  Us,  Our  Heirs  and 
Successors,  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  Suc- 
cessors, that  they  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their 
Successors,  shall  from  henceforth  for  ever  be  ruled,  ordered  and 
governed,  according  to  such  Manner  and  Form  as  is  hereafter 
in  these  Presents  expressed,  and  not  otherwise:  And  that  they 
shall  have,  hold,  retain  and  enjoy,  the  Grants,  Liberties,  Privi- 
leges, Jurisdictions  and  Immunities,  only  hereafter  in  these  Pre- 
sents granted  and  expressed,  and  no  other.  And  for  the  better 
Execution  of  Our  Will  and  Grant  in  this  Behalf,  Mt  ftatie  (I00tgttrtr> 
nominated,  constituted  and  made,  and  by  these  Presents  for  Us, 
Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  Ms  do  a$0t0t1,  nominate,  constitute  and 
Piincc  Rupert  make,  our  said  Cousin,  |3Ctttre  ^Vftttt  to  be  the  first  and  present 
Governor  of  the  said  Company,  and  to  continue  in  the  said  Office 
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from  tlip  Date  of  these  Presents  imtii  tlir  10th  November  then 
next  followhig-,  if  he,  the  said  Prince  Rnpert,  shall  so  long-  live, 
and  so  until  a  new  Governor  he  chosen  by  the  said  Company  iii 
Form  hereafter  expressed.  2lnt>  M^d  Mt  hatt  assigned,  nominated 
and  appointed,  and  by  these  Presents  for  Us,  Our  Heirs  and 
Successors,  Mt  ttQ  assign,  nominate  and  constitute,  the  said  Sir 
John  Robinson,  Sir  Robert  Vyner,  Sir  Peter  Colleton,  James 
Hayes,  John  Kirke,  I'rancis  Millington,  and  John  Portman,  to 
he  the  seven  first  and  present  Committees  of  the  said  Company, 
from  the  Date  of  these  Presents  until  the  said  lOtli  Day  of 
November  then  also  next  following,  und  so  until  new  Commit- 
tees shall  be  chosen  in  Form  hereafter  expressed.  ;^utl  furtj^er 
55JC  toill  and  grant  by  tliese  Presents,  for  Us,  Our  Heirs  and 
Successors,  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company  and  their  Suc- 
cessors, that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Go- 
vernor and  Company  for  the  Time  being,  or  the  greater  Part  of 
them  present  at  any  publick  Assembly  commonly  called,  The  Court 
General  to  be  holden  for  the  said  Company,  the  Governor  of  the 
said  Company  being  always  one,  from  time  to  time  to  elect,  nomi- 
nate and  appoint  one  of  the  said  Company  to  be  Deputy  to  the  said 
Governor;  which  Deputy  shall  take  a  corporal  Oath,  before  the 
Governor  and  three  or  more  of  the  Committee  of  the  said  Company 
for  the  time  being,  well,  truly,  and  ftiithfully  to  execute  his  said 
Oif.ce  of  Deputy  to  the  Governor  of  the  said  Company,  and  after 
his  Oath  so  taken,  shall  and  may  from  lime  to  time,  in  the  Absence 
of  the  said  Governor,  exercise  and  execute  the  Office  of  Governor 
of  the  said  Company,  in  such  Sort  as  the  said  Governor  ought  to 
do.  ZnH  fuvtttv  mt  toill  and  grant  by  these  Presents,  for  Us,  Our 
Heirs  and  Successors,  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company  of 
Adventurers  of  England,  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,  and  their 
Successors,  that  they,  or  the  greater  Part  of  them,  whereof  the 
Governor  for  the  Time  being,  or  his  Deputy,  to  be  one,  from  time 
to  time,  and  at  all  Times  hereafter,  shall  and  may  have  Authority 
uiid  Power,  yearly  and  every  Year,  between  the  first  and  last  Day 
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Annual  Elec- 
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of  November,  to  assemble  and  meet  together  in  some  convenient 
Place,  to  be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Governor,  or  ia 
his  Absence  by  the  Deputy  of  the  said  Governor  for  the  Time  being,, 
and  that  they  being  so  assembled,  it  sliall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  said  Governor  or  Deputy  of  the  said  Governor,  and  the  said 
Company  for  the  Time  being,  or  the  greater  Part  of  them  which  then 
shall  happen  to  be  present,  whereof  the  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
pany, or  his  Deputy  for  the  Time  being  to  be  one,  to  elect  and 
nominate  one  of  the  said  Company,  which  shall  be  Governor  of 
the  said  Company  for  one  whole  Year,  then  next  following,  which 
Person  being  so  elected  and  nominated  to  be  Governor  of  the  said 
Company,  as  is  aforesaid,  before  he  be  admitted  to  the  Execution 
of  the  said  Office,  shall  take  a  corporal  Oath  before  the  last  Go- 
vernor, being  his  Predecessor  or  his  Deputy,  and  any  three  or 
more  of  the  Committee  of  the  said  Company  for  the  Time  being, 
that  he  shall  from  time  to  time,  well  and  truly  execute  the  Office 
of  Governor  of  the  said  Company,  in  all  Things  concerning  the 
same;  and  that  immediately  afler  the  same  Oath  so  taken,  he 
shall  and  may  execute  and  use  the  said  Office  of  Governor  of 
the  said  Company,  for  one  whole  Year  from  thence  next  follow- 
ing. And  in  like  Sort  We  will  and  grant,  That  as  well  every  one 
of  the  above  named  to  be  of  tlie  said  Company  or  Fellowship,  as. 
all  others  hereafter  to  be  admitted,  or  free  of  the  ^aid  Company, 
shall  take  a  corporal  Oath  before  the  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
pany, or  his  Deputy  for  the  Time  ]>eing,  to  such  Effi;ot  as  by  the 
said  Governor  and  Company,  or  the  greater  Part  of  them,  in 
any  publick  Court  to  be  held  for  the  said  Company,  shall  be  in 
reasonable  and  legal  Manner  set  down  and  devised,  before  they 
shall  be  allowed  or  adiijtted  to  trade  or  traffick  as  a  Freeman  of 
the  said  Company.  jSbtH  flXtl^  Wt  tM((  and  grant  by  these 
Presents,  for  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  unto  the  said  Gover- 
nor and  Company,  and  their  Successors,  That  the  said  Governor, 
or  Deputy  Governor,  and  the  rest  of  the  said  Company,  and 
their  Sucoessors  for  the  Time  being,  or  the  greater  Part  of  them, 
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W'hcvpof  tiie  floveinioi-  or  Deputy  'Govcmm',  fiomn  time  to  time,  to 
♦nc  one,  slmll  and  i»ay  ^&m  time  to  time,  aiwd  at  all  Times  here- 
uftiett-,  have  Power  and  Aiiirfiority  yearly,  and  'Civery  Y«ar,  betwicen 
t'he  iii'st  and  'last  Day  of  Novom-her,  to  assemble  a«d  meet  together 
m  some  oomvenient  'Ptoce,  i'wm  time  to  time  to  be  appointed  by 
the  said  'Govicmor  cff  ttoe  said  Cowipamy,  or  in  his  Absence  by  Im 
Deputy;  a<id  that  they  bcrng  «)  assembled,   it  ^11  and  may  be 
lawffl'l  (50  and  for  the  said  Goveinor  or  his  Deputy,  and  the  Com- 
pany for  the  Time  being,  dr  tlie  grea;ter  Part  of  tlicni,  which  tlien 
8ha;U  happen  to  be  tpre^ent,  whereof  the  Goveraox  of  the  said  Com- 
ptmy,  or  his  Deputy  for  the  Time  being  to  be  one,  to  elect  ajad 
nominate  Seven  of  the  said  Compaiwy,  which  shall  be  a  Committee 
of  the  said  Company,  for  one 'w^liole  Y«ai"  from  then  nest  ensuing, 
•which  Pei-soni  'being  so  elected  and  nominated  to  be  a  Conmuttee 
of  the   said   Company  as  afwesadd,   before  they  be   admitted  to 
the  Execution  of  their  Office,   shall  take  a  corporal  Oath,  l^ope 
the  Governor  or  his  Ddptfty,  and  any  three  or  more  of  the  said 
Committee  of  the  said  Company,  being  tlicir  last  Predecessors, 
that  they,  and  every  df  them,   shall  well  and  faithfully  perform 
their  said   Office  of  Committees  in  all  Things  concerning   the 
same,   and  that  hrtraediately  after  the  said  Orfth  so  taken,   they 
shall  and  may  execute  and  use  their  said  Office  of  Committees  of 
the  said  Company,  for  one  whole  Year  from  thence  next  following, 
ant!  tnotrotW,  Our  Will  and  Pleasure  is,   and  by  tliese  Presents, 
for  Us,    Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  'Mt  to  fJ^Vftttt  unto  the  said 
Governor  and  Company,  and  their  Successors,  that  when,  and  as 
often  as  it  shall  happen,  the  Governor  or  Deputy  Governor  of  the 
said  Company  for  the  Time  being,    at  any  Time  within  one  Year 
after  that  he  shall  be  nominated,  elected,  and  sworn  to  the  Office 
of  the  Governor  of  the  said  Company,  as  is  aforesaid,  to  die  or  to 
be  removed  from  the  said   Office,    which  Governor   or  Deputy 
Governor  not  demeaning  himself  well  in  ^  is  said  Office,  QSlt  tdill 
to  be  removeable  at  the  Pleasure  of  the  rest  of  the  said  Company, 
or  the  greater  Part  of  them  which  shall  be  present  at  their  pub- 
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lick  Assemblies,  commonly  called,  Their  General  Courts  holden^ 
for  the  said  Company,  that  then,  and  so  often  it  shall  and  may  he 
lawful  to  and  for  the  Residue  of  the  said  Company  for  the  Time 
being,  or  the  greater  Part  of  them,  within  a.  convenient  Time,  after 
the  Death  or  Removing  of  any  such  Governor,  or  Deputy  Gover- 
nor to  assemble  themselves  in  such  convenient  Place  as  they  shall 
think  fit,  for  the  Election  of  the  Governor  or  Deputy  Governor  of 
the  said  Company ;  and  chat  the  said  Company  or  the  greater  Part 
of  them,  being  th'^n  and  there  present,  shall  and  may,  then  and 
there,  before  their  Departure  from  the  said  Place,  elect  and  nomi- 
nate one  other  of  the  said  Company,  to  be  Governor  or  Deputy 
Governor  for  the  said  Company,  in  the  Place  and  Stead  of  him 
that  so  died  or  was^  removed;  which  Person  being  so  elected  and 
nominated  to  the  Office  of  Governor  or  Deputy  Governor  of  the 
said  Company,  shall  have  and  exercise  the  said  Office,  for  and 
during  the  Residue  of  the  said  Year,  taking  first  a  corporal  Oath, 
as  is  aforesaid,  for  the  due  Execution  thereof;  and  this  to  be 
done  from  time  to  time,  so  often  as  the  Case  shall  so  require. 
Members  of  the  ^lUi  fllUO,  Our  Wyill  and  Pleasure  is,  and  by  these  Presents,  for 
beremoYTd""*^  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  ?IS!i!e  to  grant  unto  the  said  Gover- 
nor and  Company,  that  when,  and  as  often  as  it  shall  happen 
any  Person  or  Persons  of  the  Committee  of  the  said  Company  for 
the  Time  being,  at  any  Time  within  one  Year  next  after  that  they 
or  any  of  them  shall  be  nominated,  elected  and  sworn  to  the  Of- 
fice of  Committee  of  the  said  Company  as  is  aforesaid,  to  die  or 
to  be  removed  from  the  said  Office,  which  Committees  not  de- 
meaning themselves  well  in  their  said  Office,  We  will,  to  be  re- 
moveable  at  the  Pleasure  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company, 
or  the  greater  Part  of  them,  whereof  the  Governor  of  the  said 
Company  for  the  Time  being,  or  his  Deputy,  to  be  one ;  that 
then,  and  so  often,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said 
Governor,  and  the  rest  of  the  Company  for  the  Time  being,  or 
the  greater  Part  of  them,  whereof  the  Governor  for  the  Time 
beiug,  or  his  Deputy,  to  be  one,  within  convenient  Time  after 
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the  Death  or  removing  of  any  of  the  said  Committee,  to  assemble 

themselves  in  such  convenient  Place  as  is  or  shall  be  usual  and 

accustomed  for  the  Election  of  the  Governor  of  the  said  Company, 

or  where  else  the  Governor  of  the  said  Company  for  tlie  Time 

being,  or  his  Deputy,  shall  appoint.     And  that  the  said  Governor  and  others 

and  Company,  or  the  greater  Part  of  them,  whereof  the  Gover-  <='ccted. 

nor  for  th»  Time  being,   or  his  Deputy,  to  be  one,  being  then 

and  there  present,  shall,   and  may,  then  and  there,  before  theif 

Departure  from  the  said  Place,  elect  and  nominate  one  or  more  of 

the  said  Company,  to  be  of  the  Committee  of  the  said  Company 

in  the  Place  and  Stead  of  him  or  them  that  so  died,  or  were  or  was 

so  removed,  which  Person  or  Persons  so  nominated  and  elected 

to  the  Office  of  Committee  of  tlie  said  Company,  shall  have  and: 

exercise  the  said  Office,  for  and  during  the  Residue  of  the  said 

Year,    taking  first  a  corporal  Oath  as  is  aforesaid,    for   the  due 

Execution  thereof,    and   this  to  be  done  from  time  to  time,  so 

often  as  the  Case  shall  require.     And  to  the  End  the  said  Go-  Grant  of  the  sole 

vernor  and   Company   of  Adventurers  of  EnMand  trading  into  Trade,  Landsj 

t  1  1         ,  I      rt-  11      Mines.Minerals 

Hudson's  Bay,  muy  be  encouraged  to  undertake,  and  etrectually  Fisheries,  &c. 
to  prosecute  the  said  design,  of  Our  more  especial  Grace,  certain 
Knowledge,  and  mere  Motion,  5Iffllr  fiato:  given,  granted  and  con- 
firmed, and  by  these  Presents,  for  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successovs, 
te  give,  grant,  and  confirm,    unto  the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
pany, and  their  Successors,  the  sole  Trade  and  Commerce  of  all 
tllose  Seas,    Streights,    Bays,  Rivers,   Lakes,  Creeks,  and  Sounds, 
in  M'hatsoever  Latitude  they  shall  be,  that  lie  within  did.  Entrance 
of  the  Streights  commonly   called   Hudson's  Streights,  together 
with  all  the   Lands  and  Territories  upon  tlie  Countries,   Coasts 
unci  Confines  of  the  Seas,  Bays,   Lakes,  Rivers,  Ciieeks  and  Sounds 
aforesaid,    that  are  not  already  actually  possessed  by  or  granted 
tK»  any  of  our  Subjects  or  possessed  by  the  Subjects  of  any  other 
Christian  Prince  or  State,   Avith  the  Fishing  of  all  Sorts  of  Fish^ 
Whales,  Stuigeons,  and  all  other  Royal  Fishes,  in  the  Seas,  Bays, 
Ifliets^  and  Rivers  witliin  the  Premisses,  and  the  Fish  therein,  taken, 
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together  \\\[\\  the  Royalty  of  the  Sea  upon  the  Coasts  within  the 
Limits  aforesaid,  and  all  Mines  Royal,  as  well  discovered  as  not 
discovered,    of  Gold,    Silver,   Gems,    and   precious  Stones,   to  be 
found   or  discovered   within   the  Territories,   Limits,    and   Places 
aforesaid,  and  that  the  said    Land   be  from  henceforth   reckoned 
and   reputed  as  one  of  our  Plantations  or  Colonies  in  America, 
called  Rupert's  Land,     ^ntl  furtftcr,  Wt  t>0  by  these  Presents,  for 
Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  make,    create  and  constitute,  the 
said  Governor  and  Company  for  the  Time  being,  and  their  Suc- 
cessors,  the  true  and  absolute  Lords  and  Pro])rietors  of  the  same 
Territory,  Limits  and  Places  aforesaid,  and  of  all  other  the  Pre- 
misses,   jsatttig  altoapti   the   Faith,   Allegiance  and  Sovereign  Do- 
minioii  due  to  Us,    Our  Heirs  and  Successors,    for  the  same   ttt 
%Aiit,  60I&,  possess  and  enjoy  the  said  Territory,  Limits  antl  Places, 
and  all  and  singular  other  the  Premisses,  hereby  granted  as  afore- 
said,   with  their,    and  every  of  their  Rights,    Members,  Jurisdic- 
tions,  Prerogatives,  Royalties   and  Appurtenances   whatsoever,  to 
them  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  Successors  for 
ever,    to   be  j^oltvit   of  Us,    Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  as  of  Our 
Manor  of  East  Greenwich  in  our   County  of  Kent,  in  free  and 
common  Soccage,    and   not  in   Capitc  or   by   Knight's  Service ; 
|JUltltlt0  antl  {taping  yearly  to  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  for 
the  same,  two  Elks  and  two  black   Reavers,   whensoever,  and  as 
often   as  We,    Our   Heirs  and  Successors,    shall  happen  to  enter 
into  the  said  Countries,  Territories  and  Regions  hereby  granted. 
flnti   further,  Our  Will  and   Pleasure  is,  and  by   these  Presents, 
for  Us,   Our  Heirs  and  Successors,    Wit  tio  grant  unto  the. said 
Governor  and  Company,  and  to  their  Succcsj,ors,  that  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and 
their  Successors,  from  time  to  time,  to  assemble  themselves,  lor  or 
about  any  the  Matters,  Causes,  Affairs,  or  Businesses  of  the  said 
Trade,  in  any  Place  or  Places  for  the  same  convenient,  within  our 
Dominions  or  elsewhere,    and  there  to  hold  Court  for   the   said 
Company,  and  the  Affairs  thereof;  and  that  also,  it  shall  and  may 
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he  lawful  to  and  for  them,  and  the  greater  Part  of  them,  being 
so  assembled,  and  that  shall  then  and  there  be  present,  in  any 
such  Place  or  Places  whereof  the  Governor  or  his  Deputy  for  the 
Time  being  to  be  one,  to  make,  ordain,  and  constitute,  such, 
and  so  many  reasonable  Laws.  Constitutions,  Orders  and  Ordi- 
nances, as  to  them,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  being  then  and 
there  present,  shall  seem  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  good 
Government  of  the  said  Company,  and  of  all  Governors  of  Co- 
lonies, Forts  and  Plantations,  Factors,  Masters,  Mariners,  and 
other  Officers  employed  or  to  be  employed,  in  any  of  the  Terri- 
tories and  Lands  aforesaid,  and  in  any  of  their  Voyages ;  and 
for  the  better  Advancement  and  Continuance  of  the  said  Trade, 
or  Traffic  and  Plantations,  and  the  same  Laws,  Constitutions, 
Orders  and  Ordinances  so  made,  to  put  in  Use  and  execute  ac- 
cordingly, and  at  their  Pleasure  to  revoke  and  alter  the  same, 
or  any  of  them,  as  the  Oc^  "ision  shall  require :  And  that  the  said 
Governor  and  Company,  so  often  as  they  shall  make,  ordain,  or 
establish,  any  such  Laws.  Constitutions,  Orders,  and  Ordinances, 
in  such  Form  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  lawfully  impose,  ordain, 
limit  and  provide,  such  Pains,  Penalties  and  Punishments  upon 
all  Offenders,  contrary  to  such  Laws,  Constitutions,  Orders  and 
Ordinances,  or  any  of  them,  as  to  the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
pany for  the  Time  being,  or  the  greater  Part  of  them,  then  and 
there  being  present,  the  said  Governor  or  his  Deputy  being  always 
one,  shall  seem  necessary,  requisite,  or  convenient  for  the  Obser- 
vation of  the  same  Laws,  Constitutions,  Orders  and  Ordinances; 
and  the  same  Fines  and  Amerciaments  shall  and  may  by  their 
Officers  and  Servants,  from  time  to  time  to  be  appointed  for  that 
1  urpose  levy,  take  and  have,  to  the  Use  of  the  said  Governor 
and  Company,  and  their  Successors,  without  the  Impediment  of 
Us,  Our  Heirs  or  Successors,  or  of  any  the  Officers  or  Ministers 
of  Us,  Our  Heirs  or  Successors,  and  without  any  Account  there- 
fore to  Us,  Our  Heirs  or  Successors,  to  be  made.  All  and  singular 
which  Laws,  Constitutions,  Orders  and  Ordinances,  so  as  aforesaid 
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to  be  made,  WSt  twtt  to  be  duiy  observed  and  kept  under  tlie  PaiujI 
and  Penakkrs  therein  to  be  contained;  so  always  jui  the  satol  Laws, 
Constitutions,  Orders  and  Ordinancfis,  Pints  and  Amerciaments, 
be  reasonable,  and  aot  cootraiy  or  repugnant,  but  as  near  as 
may  be  agreeable  to  tlie  Lavs,  Statutes  or  Customs  of  this  Otir 
Rcahn.  3Mt  fittt%imW9,  of  our  ample  and  abundant  Grace,  cer- 
tain KnoMiedge,  and  mere  Afotion,  SMt  %ait€  granted,  and  by  these 
Presents  for  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  to  grant  unto  the  said 
Go^evnoT  and  Coin}»ny,  and  tbcir  Successors,  tliat  they,  and  their 
Successors,  and  tlieir  Factors,  Servants  and  Agents,  for  them,  and 
on  their  Behalf  and  not  otlierwise,  shall  for  ever  hcieafter  have, 
use  and  enjoy,  not  only  the  whole,  entire,  and  only  Trade  and 
Traffick,  and  the  uliolc,  entire,  and  only  Liberty,  Use  and  Piivi- 
Icgc,  of  Trading  and  Trafficking  to  and  from  the  Territory,  Limits 
and  Places  aforesaid;  but  also  the  whole  and  entire  Trade  and 
Traflick  to  and  from  all  Havens,  Bays,  Creeks,  Rivers,  Lakes  and 
Seas,  into  which  they  shall  find  Entrance  w  Passage  by  Water  ov 
Land  out  of  the  Territories,  Limits  or  Places,  aforesaid ;  and  to 
and  with  all  the  Natives  and  People,  inhabiting,  or  which  shall 
inhabit  within  the  Territories,  Limits  and  Places  aforesaid  ;  and 
to  and  with  all  other  Nations  inhabiting  any  the  Coasts  adjacent 
to  the  said  Territories,  Limits  and  Places  which  are  not  already 
possessed  as  aforesaid,  or  whereof  the  sole  Liberty  or  Privilege 
of  Trade  and  Traffick  is  not  granted  to  any  other  of  Our  Subjects. 
5ltlb  Wt  of  Our  further  Royal  Favour,  and  of  Our  more  especial 
Grace,  certain  Knowledge,  and  mere  Motion,  j^aftt  granted,  and 
by  these  Presents  for  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  Ho  grant  to  the 
said  Governor  and  Company,  and  to  their  Successors,  that  neither 
the  said  Territories,  Limits  and  Places,  hereby  granted  as  afore- 
said, nor  any  Part  thereof,  nor  the  Islands,  Havens,  Por's,  Cities, 
Towns  or  Places,  thereof,  or  therein  contained,  shall  be  visited, 
frequented  or  haunted,  by  any  of  the  Subjects  of  Us,  Our  Heirs  or 
Successors,  contrary  to  the  true  Meaning  of  these  Presents,  and  by 
Virtue  of  Our  Prerogative  Royal,  which  We  will  aot  have  in  that 
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Iklialf  argued  or  brought  into  Question;  WSSSt  Simiqfftlft  chargii?^ 
comniaiul  and  prohibit,  for  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  all  the 
Subjects  of  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  of  what  DcgiTC  or 
Quality  soever  they  be,  that  none  of  them  directly  or  indirectly, 
do  visit,  haunt,  frequent  or  trade,  traffic  or  adventure,  by  way 
of  Merchandize,  hito,  or  from  any  the  said  Territories,  Limits  or 
Places,  hereby  granted,  or  any,  or  either  of  them,  other  than  the 
said  Governor  and  Company,  and  such  particular  Persons  as  now 
be,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  of  that  Company,  their  Agents,  Factors 
and  Assigns,  unless  it  be  by  the  Licence  and  Agreement  of  the 
said  Governor  and  Company  in  Writing  first  had  and  obtained, 
under  their  Common  Seal,  to  be  granted,  upon  Pain  that  every 
such  Person  or  Persons  that  shall  trade  or  traffick  into  or  from 
any  of  the  Countries,  Territories  or  Limits  aforesaid)  other  than 
the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  Successors,  shall  incur 
our  Indignation,  and  the  Forfeiture,  and  the  Loss  of  the  Goods, 
Merchandizes,  and  other  Things  whatsoever,  which  so  shall  be 
brought  into  this  Realm  of  England,  or  any  the  Dominions  of 
the  same,  contrary  to  our  said  Prohibition,  or  the  Purport  or 
true  Meaning  of  these  Presents,  for  which  the  said  Governor  and 
Company  shall  find,  take  and  seize,  in  other  Places  out  of  our 
Dominions,  where  the  said  Company,  their  Agents,  Factore  or 
Ministers,  shall  trade,  traffick  or  inhabit,  by  Virtue  of  these  Our 
I-etters  Patent,  as  also  the  Ship  and  Ships,  with  the  Furniture 
thereof,  wherein  such  Goods,  Merchandizes,  and  other  Things, 
shall  be  brought  and  found,  the  one  Half  of  all  the  said  For- 
feitures to  be  to  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  and  the  other 
Half  thereof  tCie  tn  by  these  Presents  clearly  and  wholly  for  Us, 
Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  Governor 
and  Company,  and  their  Successors.  ^tUl  futtBei*,  all  and  every 
the  said  Offenders,  for  their  said  Contempt,  to  suffer  such  other 
Punishment  as  to  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  for  so  high  a 
Contempt,  shall  seem  meet  and  convenient,  and  not  to  be  in 
anywise  delivered   until  they,   and  every  of  them,  shall  become 

bound 


Under  Penalty 
of  forfeiting 
all  Goods,  &C. 
brought  from 
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NorwillLibcrty 
of  such  Trade  be 
siven  by  His 
iviajcsty  to  any 
Person,  without 
Consent  of  the 
Company. 


Persons  free  of 
the  Company, 
failingtupaythe 
Sums  respec- 
tively engaged 
to  be  furnished 
by  them  in  the 
Adventureofihe 
Compuny,  may 
be  removed  and 
tlibfrdnchised. 


bound  unto  the  said  Governor  for  the  thne  being  in  the  Siim  oF 
One  Thousand  Pounds  at  the  least,  at  no  time  then  after  to  trade 
or  traffick  into  any  of  the  said  Places,  Seas,  Streights,  Bays,  Ports, 
Havens  or  Territories,  aforesaid,  contrary  to  our  express  Com- 
mandment in  that  Behalf  set  down  and  published.  Znb  furtfifr, 
of  Our  more  espesial  Grace,  WSlt  fiflbe  cone!  tended  and  granted, 
and  by  these  Presents  for  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  do  grant 
unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  Successors,  that 
We,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  will  not  grant  Liberty,  Licence, 
or  Power,  to  any  Person  or  Persons  whatsoever,  contrary  to  the 
Tenor  of  these  Our  Letters  Patent,  to  trade,  traffick  or  inhabit, 
unto  or  upon  any  the  Territories,  Limits  or  Places,  afore  speci- 
fied, contrary  to  the  true  IVIeaning  of  these  Presents,  without  the 
Consent  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  or  the  most  part  of 
them.  Sintly  of  Our  more  abundant  Grace  and  Favour  to  the 
said  Governor  and  Company,  tJBEf  tlO  hereby  declare  Our  Will  and 
Pleasure  to  be,  That  if  it  shall  so  happen,  that  any  of  the  Persons 
free,  or  to  be  free  of  the  said  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England 
trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,  who  shall,  before  the  going  forth  of 
any  Ship  or  Ships  appointed  for  a  tUlopagf,  or  otherwise,  promise 
or  agree  by  Writing  under  his  or  their  Hands,  to  adventure  any 
Sum  or  Sums  of  Money,  towards  the  furnishing  any  Provision,  or 
Maintenance  of  any  Voyage  or  Voyages,  set  forth,  or  to  be  set 
forth,  or  intended  or  meant  to  be  set  forth,  by  the  said  Governor 
and  Company,  or  the  more  Part  of  them  present  at  any  publick 
Assembly,  commonly  called  Their  General  Court,  shall  not  within 
the  Space  of  twenty  Days  next  after  Warning  given  to  him  or 
them,  by  the  said  Governor  or  Company,  or  their  known  Officer 
or  IMinister,  bring  in  and  deliver  to  the  Treasurer  or  Treiisurers 
appointed  for  the  Company,  such  Sums  of  Money  as  shall  have 
been  expressed  and  set  down  in  Writing,  by  the  said  Person  or 
Persons,  subscribed  with  the  Name  of  said  Adventurer  or  Adven- 
turers, that  then,  and  at  all  Times  after,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Governor  and  Company,   or  the  more 
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Part  of  tlicm  present,  whereof  tlic  said  Governor  or  his  Deputy 
to  be  one,  at  any  of  their  General  Courts  or  General  Assemblies, 
to  remove  and  disfranchise  him  or  them,  and  every  such  Person 
nnd  Persons  at  their  Wills  and  Pleasures,  and  he  or  they  so  removed 
^and  disfrancliiscd,  not  to  be  permitted  to  trade  into   the  Coun- 
tries,  Territories,   and  Limits  aforesaid,  or  any  Part  thereof,  nor 
to   have  any  Adventure   or   Stock  going  or  remaining  with  or 
amongst  the   said  Company,    Avithout  the  special  Licence  of  the 
said  Governor  and  Company,  or  the  more  Part  of  them  present 
at  any  General  Court,  first  had  and  obtained  in  that  Behalf,  any 
Thing  before  in  these  Presents  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise 
notwithstanding.     0ntl  S>w  Will  fliltl  pleasure  i$f,  and  hereby  we 
do  also  ordain.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  the  said 
Governor  and  Company,  or  the  greater  Part  of  them,  whereof  the 
Governor  for  the  Time  being,  or  his  Deputy  to  be  one,  to  admit 
into,  and  to  be  of  the  said  Company,  all  such  Servants  or  Factors; 
of  or  for  the  said  Company,  and  all  such  others,  as  to  them,  or  the 
most  Part  of  them  present,  at  any  Court  held  for  the  said  Com- 
pany, the  Governor  or  his  Deputy  being  one,  shall  be  thought  iit 
and  agreeable  with  the  Orders  and  Ordinances  made  and   to  be 
made  for   the  Government  of  the  said  Company.     JJllltl  further. 
Our  Will  and  Pleasure   is,   and  by   these  Presents,  for  Us,  Our 
IIei4S  and  Successors,  W.t  00  grant  unto  the  said  Governor  and 
Company,   and  to  their  Successors,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful  in  all  Elections,  and   Bye-laws  to  be  made  by  the  General 
•Court  of  the  Adventurers  of  the  sai<l  Company,  that  every  Per- 
son shall  have  a  number  of  Votes  according  to  his  Stock,  that 
is  to  say,  for  every  hundred  Pounds  by  him  subscribed   or  brought 
into  the  present  Stock,  one  Vote,  and  that  any  of  those  that  have 
subscribed  less  than  one  hundred  Pounds,  may  join  their  respective 
Sums  to  make  up  one  hundred  Pounds,  and  have  one  Vote  jointly 
for  the  same,  and  not  otherwise.     Slwti  fmtfjUV,  Of  Our  especial 
Orace,    certain   Knowledge,    and  mere  ^lotion,    S2le  1)0  for  Us, 
Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  grant  to  and  with  the  said  Governor 

and 
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Company;  who  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  into  Hudson's 
GovemS "ind  ^^y*  *"^'  ^^'  ^^"'^^'  Islands.  Territories,  Plantations,  Forts,  Foi^ 
other  Officers  to  tifications,  Factories,  or  Colonies,  u'here  the  said  Company's  Fac- 
thdrTerrito'r'ies  'ories  and  Trade  are  or  shall  be,  within  any  the  Ports  or  Places 
and  judge  in  all  afore  limited,  shall  be  immediately  and  from  henceforth,  under 
criminal,  ac-  ^^e  Power  and  (Command  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company, 
cording  to  the  their  Successors  and  Assigns;  lladiltg  the  Faith  and  Allegiance 
gland;  due  to  be  perfomied  to  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors  as  aforesaid; 

and   that   the  said   Governor  and  Company  shall  have    Liberty, 
full   Power  and  Authority,  to  appoint  and  establish  Governors, 
and  all  other  Officers  to  govern  them,    and   that  the  Governor 
and  bis  Council  of  the  several  and  respective  Places  where  the 
said  Company  shall  have  Plantations,  Foxts>  Factories,  Colonies, 
or  Places  of  Trade  within  any  the  Countries,  Lands  or  Territories 
hereby  granted,   may  have  Power  to  judge  all  Persons  belonging 
to  the  said   Governor  and   Company,    or  that  shajl   live   un<ler 
them,   in   all   Causes,   whether  Civil   or   Criminal,    according,  to 
the  Laws  of  this  Kingdom,   and  to  execute  Justice  accordingly, 
or  Criminals      And,    in   Case  any  Crime  or  Misdemeanor  shall   be   committed 
EnglauVfo"/  *"  ^  *">'  ^^  '^^  ^^'^   Company's  Plantations,   Forts,   Factories,    or 
Trial.  Placcs  of  Trade  witliin  the  Limits  aforesaid,  where  Judicature  can- 

not be  executed  for  want  of  a  Governor  and  Council  there,  then 
in  such  Case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  chief  Factor  of 
that  Place  and  his  Council,  to  transmit  the  Party,  together  with 
the  Oflfence,   to  such  other  Plantation,  Factory,   or  Fort,   where 
there  shall  be  a  Governor  and  Council,  where  Justice  may  be 
executed,  or  into  this  Kingdom  of  England,  as  sliall  be  thought 
most  convenient,  there  to  receive  such  Punishment  as  the  Nature 
The  Governor    of  his  Offence  shall  deserve.     SMU  moreobev,  Our  Will  and  Plea- 
may  employ"for  ^"'■^  ^>  ^"^  ^y  these  Presents,  for  Us,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors, 
*¥,*'':°'^'^''°,"    Wi  ^  t^^  and  grant  unto   the  said  Governor  and  Company, 

of  their  Trade  ,      ,     .      „  n         ^  •,  ,     t-  •       f->        \x. 

aad  Territory,  and  thcir  Successors^  fi-ee  Liberty  and  Licence,  w,  Case  tney 
^^i'nt  Coi^  conceive  it  Hcces^ary,  to  send  either  Ships  of  War,  M«u  or  Amr 
maaders,  ewct  munition,  ujit^  any  their  Plantations,  Forts,  Factories,  or  Places 

Forts,  &c.  q£ 
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of  Trade  aforesaid,  for  the  Security  and  Defence  of  the  »ame, 
and  to  choose  Commanders  and  Officers  over  them,  and  to  give 
them  Power  and  Authority,  by  Commission  under  their  Common 
Seal,  or  otherwise,  to  continue  or  make  Peace  or  War  with  any 
Prince  or  People  whatsoever,  that  are  not  Christians,  in  any 
Places  where  the  said  Company  shall  have  any  Plantations,  Forts 
or  Factories,  or  adjacent  thereunto,  as  shall  be  most  for  the 
Advantage  and  Benefit  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and 
of  their  Trade;  and  also  to  right  and  recompense  themselves 
upon  the  Goods,  Estates  or  People  of  those  Parts,  by  whom 
the  said  Governor  and  Company  shall  sustain  any  Injury,  Loss 
or  Damage,  or  upon  any  other  People  whatsoever  that  shall  any 
Way,  contrary  to  the  Intent  of  these  Presents,  interrupt,  wrong 
or  injure  them  in  their  said  Trade,  within  the  said  Places,  Ter- 
ritories, and  Limits,  granted  by  this  Charter.  And  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Governor  and  Company, 
and  their  Successors,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  Times  froni 
henceforth,  to  erect  and  build  such  Castles,  Fortifications,  Forts, 
Garrisons,  Colonies  or  Plantations,  Towns  or  Villages,  in  any 
Parts  or  Places  within  the  Limits  and  Bounds  granted  before  in 
these  Presents,  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  as  they  in 
their  Discretion  shall  think  fit  and  requisite,  and  for  the  Supply  of 
such  as  shall  be  needful  and  convenient,  to  keep  and  be  in  the 
same,  to  send  out  of  this  Kingdom,  to  the  said  Castles,  Forts, 
Fortifications,  Garrisons,  Colonies,  Plantations,  Towns  or  Villages, 
all  Kinds  of  Cloathing,  Provision  of  Victuals,  Ammunition  and 
Implements,  necessary  far  such  Purpose,  paying  the  Duties  and 
Customs  for  tlie  same,  as  also  to  transport  and  caiTy  over  such 
Number  of  Men  being  willing  thereunto,  or  not  prohibited,  as  they 
shall  tliink  fit,  and  also  to  govern  them  in  such  legal  and  reason- 
able Manner  as  the  said  Governor  and  Company  sliall  think  best, 
and  to  inflict  Punishment  for  Misdemeanors,  or  impose  such  Fines 
«l^n  them  for  Breach  of  their  Orders,  as  in  these  Present*  are  for- 
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Authority  given 
to  the  Governor 
mill  Company 
tu  seize  any  uf 
his  Mujesty's 
Subjct'tt  who 
(without  Leave 
uf  tlteCompany) 
trade  in  their 
Territory,  and 
may  lend  them 
tu  kngland. 


The  Governor 
and  Company 
may  authorise 
theirPrcsideiits, 
Agents,  and 
others,  to  ad- 
minister Oaths, 
in  certain  Cases. 


mcily  cjppressed.  Sinti  (mffttt  Our  Will  and  Pleasure  is,  and  hy 
these  Presents,  for  Us,  our  Heirs  and  Successors,  Wt  bO  grant  unto 
the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  to  their  Successors,  full 
Power  and  lawful  Authonty  to  seize  upon  the  Persons  of  all  such 
Eviglish,  or  any  other  Our  Subjects,  which  shall  sail  into  Hudson's 
Bay,  or  inhabit  in  any  of  the  Countries,  Islands  or  Territories 
hereby  granted  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  without  tiieif 
Leave  and  Licence  in  that  Behalf  first  had  and  obtainedj  or  that 
shall  contemn  or  disobey  their  Orders,  and  send,  them  to  England; 
and  that  all  and  every  Person  or  Persons,  being  Our  Subjects,  any 
ways  employed  hy  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  within  any 
the  Parts,  Places,  and  Limits  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  unto  and 
suflfer  such  Punishment  for  any  Offences  by  them  committed  in 
the  Parts  aforesaid,  as  the  President  and  Council  for  the  said 
Governor  and  Company  there  shall  tliink  fit,  and  the  Merit  of  tho 
Offence  shall  require,  as  aforesaid ;  and  ii*  case  any.  Person  or  Per-» 
sons  being  convicted  and  sentenced  by  the  President  and  Council 
of  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  in  the  Countries,  Lands,, 
or  Limits  aforesaid,  their  Factors  or  Agents  there,  for  any  Offence 
by  them  done,  shall  appeal  from  the  same;  that  then  and  in  such 
CasCj  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  President 
and  Council,  Factors  or  Agents,  to  seize  upon  him  or  them,  and 
to  cany  him  or  them  home  Prisoners  into  England,  to  the  said 
Governor  and  Company,  there  to  receive  such  condign  Pimish- 
ment  as  his  Cause  shall  require,  and  the  Law  of  this  Nation  allow 
of;  and  for  the  better  Discovery  of  Abuses  and  Injuries  to  be  done 
unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  or  their  Successors,  hy  any 
Servant  by  them  to  be  employed  iji  the  said  Voyages  and  Plan- 
tations, it  shall  and  may  be  lawful*  to  and  for  the  said  Governor 
and  Company,  and  their  respective  President,  Chief  Agent  or 
Governor  in  the  Parts  aforesaid,  to  examine  upon  Oath  all  Factors,. 
Masters,  Pursers,  Supercargoes,  Commanders  of  Castles,  Forts^ 
Fortifications,  Plantations  or  Colonies,  or  other  Persons,  touching 
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fit  concerning  any  Matter  or  Thing,  in  wliich  by  Law  or  Usage 
an  Oatli  may  be  administered,  so  as  the  said  Oath,  and  the  Matter 
therein  contained,  be  not  repugnant,  but  agreeable  to  tlie  Laws  of 
this  Hcahn.  Znti,  Mt  tio  hereby  strcigiitly  charge  and  command 
all  and  singular,  our  Admirals,  Vice-Adi.urals,  Justices,  Mayors, 
Sheriffs,  Constables,  Bailiffs,  and  all  and  singular  other  our  Offi- 
cers, Ministers,  Liege  Men  and  Subjects  whatsoever,  to  be  aiding, 
favouring,  helping  and  assisting  to  the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
pany, and  to  their  Successors,  and  to  their  Deputies,  Officers, 
Factors,  Servants,  Assigns  and  Ministers,  and  every  of  them,  in 
executing  and  enjoying  the  Premisses,  as  well  on  Land  as  on  Sea, 
from  time  to  time,  when  any  of  you  shall  thereunto  be  required; 
flltp  S^tatUtt,  Act,  Ordinance,  Proviso,  Proclamation,  or  Restraint 
lierctofore  had,  made,  set  forth,  ordained,  or  provided,  or  any 
other  Matter,  Cause  or  Thing  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding,  ^it  Mitmii0  tognrof,  we  have  caused  these 
Our  Letters  to  be  made  Patent ;  Mitm00  iDurjirIf  at  Westminster, 
the  Second  Day  of  May,  in  the  Two  and  Twentieth  Year  of  Our 
Keign. 


All  AJmiraU 
and  othen*  hit 
Majcit/iiOffi- 
rers  and  Sub- 
jects, lo  be  aid- 
ing anil  agisting 
in  the  Execution 
of  tho  ^  fien, 
&c.  granted  by 
this  Charter. 


By  Writ  of  Privy  Seal, 


PIC.OTT. 


n.  CaBDion  &  ^on,  I'riiilers,  I'lucli-Laue,  irtiiidbit. 
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